Perceptions of a Tattoo

Tattooing its mark on society
Tattoo History:

Tattooing has evolved from the early days of badges of honours,
ceremonial markings, signs of social rank and forms of punishment into a
way to express oneself through permanent artwork on the human body.
Once seen as a marking of the upper class, tattooing soon became an
artwork associated with dangerous and dodgy characters inciting fear
with the introduction of the electronic tattoo machine. This transformed
the once ‘affluent’ artform into something that was easily accessible and
affordable.
Although society has moved on, a stigma is still largely associated with
tattoos.

Tattoo process:

A needle containing ink is injected into the dermis, the deeper second
layer of skin. The reason for it not puncturing into the top layer of skin
called the epidermis is because the top layer of the skin tends to shed its
cells more frequently than the second layer. Thus when getting a tattoo,
it is permanent because your second layer of skin is more stable.

The Design:

The competition site in located in a prime location on the intersection of two
prominent North Melbourne streets, within minutes walk to the Melbourne
CBD, Hospital precinct, parks, markets and the University precinct.
This design intends to change the stigma associated with tattoos. Shifting
the association of fear and dodgy characters to how tattoos were once
seen, a sought after (high end) art form to be admired.
The clean blank street facades reflects society’s expectation of people, clean
and conforming with what is around it. However behind these facades the
design breaks away from conventional form and its surrounding into
a sculptural art form.
Tattoo designs are projected onto the exterior of the building, engaging
the outside with this art form. Showcasing the work that goes on within
the interior and the beauty/ hard work each design entails. Tattooing
is giving back to society through this free form of public exhibition.

The design abstracts the process of tattooing:
A void through the buildings skin represents the needle piercing the dermis.
The sun light shining through is the ink. This area opens up as a public
courtyard which can house such events as public exhibitions and markets.
The void draws the free form of the exterior to a point that defines the
entrance.
The long elongated tower, which can be seen as a body part such as a
leg connecting to the knee, with coloured glazing symbolising the permanent
ink, offers views to the Melbourne City skyline, the port, the bay and the north
and west suburbs. The tower can be seen from afar. It harmoniously sits
within the city skyline, however it takes on an alternative, somewhat human
form.
The design shows that tattooing has something to offer society even if
it does not conform with the “norm”. There is a misperception that when
something is different, it is to be feared and not accepted. This design
shows when something is different it can be a thing of beauty and art and
something to be admired.
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Architectural Influences

Flinder St Station

- Defines a major city corner
- Light projections invigorate and
constantly chance the facade
- Melbourne Landmark

The Comprehensive
Cancer Centre

- Defines the corner of a major
city intersection
- Abstracts colour, glazing and
concrete together to create a
landmark.
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- Bold corner definition
- Lights incorporated into the
facade change to reflect the
weather, creating a ‘live’ facade

Hamer Hall

- Juxtaposes contemporary
concrete formations against
classic Melbourne buildings.
- Designed public spaces

- Historic use of concrete for
structural, aesthetic and
environmental purposes
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